NON-INTERVENTION

support, as and when the work justified it or circumstances made
it necessary."*

Germany, too, intervened "from the first moment to the last."
General Sanjurjo brought back from his previously-mentioned
visit to Berlin, at the beginning of 1936, the promise of the German1
authorities to place at the rebels' disposal the aeroplanes necessary
for transporting troops to the Peninsula in the event of the Spanish
fleet not giving sufficient collaboration.

Military assistance was preceded by political support. In the
many Gestapo agents sent to Spain, as to every country, in order
to carry on extensive intrigues and to undermine any Government
which was not a party to their designs, the Spanish conspirators
found their staunchest collaborators. The large number of docu-
ments discovered by the Republican authorities in the Landes-
-gruppe headquarters of the Nationalist-Socialist party in Barcelona,
proves the existence in Spain of a widespread German spy
organization, which had succeeded in penetrating every stratum
of Spanish life, and which was working for the rebellion with the
same zeal as Franco's own generals. During the months following
the election, the German Embassy and its Consulates took
advantage of their diplomatic privilege to import into Spain a
large quantity of arms and propaganda material, whose source
the Spanish police, although they watched the suspected printing-
houses of Madrid and Barcelona, were quite unable to discover.

It is the same method as that practised later in Austria, Czecho-
slovakia, Memel, Danzig. First the country selected as the victim
of aggression is represented as having reached the verge of
anarchy. Then, to assist them in their rescue work, the so-called
supporters of law and order are given the means to rebel against
a situation whose imaginary excesses and dangers are elaborated
and dramatized by Fascist propaganda in order to present the
coup fftat to balanced public opinion as something entirely logical
and inevitable. Thus in the weeks before the rebellion, the
German and Italian press gave more and more space to reports

* The document in which this agreement is recorded, in the handwriting of
Seftor Goicoechea, was found in his archives after the rebellion, and published
in facsimile in May, 1937, by the British and French press.
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